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Ministry of the Attorney General

McGuinty Government Expands Youth Justice Committees Province-Wide

Successful Program Hel ps Youth And | nproves Comrunity Safety

ST. MARYS, ON, Sept. 4 /CNW - The McQuinty governnent is expanding the
Youth Justice Commttee programto ei ght new conmunities, ensuring that al
54 court jurisdictions across Ontario can deal nore effectively with young
people in trouble with the Iaw, Attorney General M chael Bryant announced
t oday.

"Youth Justice Conmttees work," said Bryant. "They strike the right
bal ance between accountability and community intervention. They hold young
peopl e accountable for their actions, but also get themoff a path toward
serious crine."”

The programis an alternative to prosecuting young peopl e who have
commtted first time offences such as mschief, theft or mnor assaults. It
brings together teens aged 12 to 17, their parents, victins and trained
menbers of the community to work out an appropriate way for the young person
to make anends, such as community service, restitution or a personal apol ogy
to the victim

"Stratford's Youth Justice Commttee will help hold young peopl e
accountable for their actions, help get themoff the path toward serious crine
and encourage themto becone contributing nenbers of society," said
Pert h- M ddl esex MPP John W/ ki nson. "The program al so gives |ocal residents a
role in inproving coommunity safety in the Stratford area.™

To date the program has been trenmendously successful. Mre than 80 per
cent of the young people involved in the programhad no further contact with
the justice systemafter one year.

Youth Justice Commttees were first established in 1999 in six |ocations
in Ontario, and expanded in 2001 and 2004, and then doubled in 2006. Now, due
to its success, the program has been expanded to Stratford, Goderich, Picton,
Napanee, Gore Bay, Parry Sound, Cochrane and Dryden.

"Youth Justice Conmttees are a neaningful way to involve victins of
crinme and provide an opportunity for communities to be involved in hel ping
keep their nei ghbourhoods safe,” said Alice Lewis, Director of Community
Services, St. Leonard's Society of London. "They hold young peopl e accountabl e
for their behaviour, keep themout of the court systemand the path to
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custody, and provide themthe opportunity to becone nore productive nenbers of
society."

This is just one nore exanple of how, working together, Ontarians are
i nprovi ng comunity safety. Qther initiatives include:

<<
- Launchi ng the Youth Chall enge Fund with chair M ke "Pinball" d enons,
providing $15 nmillion for community-led prograns in the Geater
Toronto Area, and $3 million to support comunity-desi gned prograns
| ed by faith-based groups offering youth positive alternatives to
vi ol ence
- Pioneering a $26-mllion state-of-the-art Operations Centre providing

for highly coordinated investigations and prosecutions of gun and
gang-rel ated of fences

- Opening the province's first major crines court at 361 University
Avenue in Toronto. A second major crinmes court is currently under
construction at the 2201 Fi nch Avenue West Courthouse in Toronto and
it's expected to open this fall.
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The McCGuinty governnment is expanding the Youth Justice Commttee program
to help keep Ontario communities strong and safe. Youth Justice Comrmittees are
part of an innovative and conprehensi ve approach to hol ding youth in trouble
with the | aw accountable for their actions, keeping young people out of the
court system and out of custody, and hel ping to set themon a nore productive
pat h.

Community Role in Public Safety

The Youth Justice Committee programis an alternative to formal court
proceedi ngs and it provides an opportunity for communities to play an
inportant role in inproving public safety. The commttees are nmade up of
community volunteers, the young person in trouble with the law, his or her
parents and the victim if they want to participate. Together, they work out
an appropriate way for the youth to make anends for his or her actions. A
| ocal steering commttee, chaired by the Iocal Crown attorney, and including
police, victimservices, probation, Legal Aid Ontario and defence | awers,
oversees the program
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The McCGui nty governnent has increased annual funding this year from
$60, 000 to $70,000 for comrunity agencies to support the Youth Justice
Committee progranms. Agencies nust apply annually for funding after being
sel ected by the |local steering conmttee.

Hol di ng Yout h Account abl e

Police may refer a youth to a commttee before a charge is laid, or the
Crowmn may refer a youth after a charge is laid. In order for a young person in
trouble with the lawto be referred to the commttee, he or she nust be
prepared to be accountable for his or her actions, be willing to participate
in the program and be aware of his or her rights and options. Only | ower-risk
of fences like m schief, theft and mnor assaults can be referred to
committees. O fenders who do not agree, or conply with the sanctions, may be
returned to the formal justice system

Yout h Justice Commttee Sites

Youth Justice Commttees were first established in 1999 in six |ocations
in Ontario, and expanded in 2001 and 2004, and then doubled in 2006. The
creation of these eight additional commttees brings the current nunber across
the province to 54 and includes at | east one conmttee in every court
district. The new sites are in Goderich, Stratford, Picton, Napanee, CGore Bay,
Parry Sound, Cochrane and Dryden.

There are currently conmttees in Cornwall, Scarborough, Barrie, Port
Col borne, Kitchener, Belleville, Brockville, Cobourg, HamIton,

Hunt svi | | e/ Muskoka, Newmar ket (York Region), Wndsor, Witby, Haliburton,

Wal kerton, Omnen Sound, Arnstrong, Nipigon, Fort Frances, Marathon, the Region
of Peel, Jane/Finch/ Et obi coke, Otawa, Elgin County, Cuel ph, Lanbton County,
London, Chat haml Kent, Oxford County, Brantford, Cal edon/Dufferin,

Hal di mand/ Nor f ol k, Hal t on Regi on, Lindsay, Peterborough, Kingston, L' Oignal,
Penbr oke/ Pet awawa, Perth, Haileybury, North Bay, Sault Ste. Marie, Sudbury,

Ti mm ns/ Moosonee/ Moose Factory, Kenora and Thunder Bay.

<<
Di sponi bl e en francais

www. at t or neygeneral . j us. gov. on. ca
>>

-30-

For further information: Brendan Crawl ey, Mnistry of the Attorney
General, Communi cations Branch, (416) 326-2210
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