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The prolific Canadian actor best
known for his role as Alec King on
the popular TV series Road to
Avonlea is working with St.
Lawrence College Music Theatre
students as an adviser for their
October production of Ten Lost
Years.

With constant companion, Mae
the bearded collie in tow, actor,
folksinger and writer Cedric Smith
was at St. Lawrence College
Tuesday and today to give students
a flavour of a theatre production he
called “important to Canadian his-
tory.”

“I think Ten Lost Years is an
important piece of Canadian the-
atre,” Smith said. “Actors in training
don’t get a lot of opportunity to do
Canadian theatre; they tend to con-
centrate on Broadway musicals.

“Another reason why this is
important is because it’s a folk
opera,” Smith said. “It incorporates

a cross-the-country vision.”
Those aren’t the only reasons the

play’s Smith’s thing. He starred in
the 1975 production of Ten Lost
Years when it was first mounted.
The play is based on a book by
Barry Broadfoot, who travelled
across Canada to interview people
about the experiences in and mem-
ories of the 1930s.

The play has several versions,
including a musical production.
The version the college is doing fea-
tures original songs by Smith and
was dramatized by Smith and Jack
Winter.

“We decided to do Ten Lost Years
last year, but wanted to do the folk
opera version,” said Ten Lost Years
director and head of the St.
Lawrence College acting program
Michael Bianchin. “Almost the
entire play is underscored.”

There are many different kinds
of musical theatre, Bianchin said. 

“You can’t get hung up on big
musicals. This kind of musical
required a different approach,” he

said. “There’s a technique to doing
folk songs and (the students) have
to be comfortable doing it all.”

In folk opera, the spoken word
and lyrics are more important than
the same elements in Broadway
musicals like Beauty and the Beast,
Bianchin said. 

While doing Ten Lost Years, stu-
dents are also learning about
Canadian history, Bianchin said. 

“Many students didn’t know
about this important time,”
Bianchin said. “They had no idea
that Saskatchewan had serious
issues, that the stock market fell,
that there was a depression.”

Songs in Ten Lost Years include
“The Missus,” “Call to Other
Places,” “Take Me Somewhere,”
“Wagon Travel,” “Mad Dogs go to
Europe,” “Go to Sleep, You Weary
Hobo” and “The Rough Ride.”

One thing that will make the
production a challenge for the cast
is that there has never been a cast
recording done of Ten Lost Years,
Smith said.

This isn’t the first time that
Smith has worked in a school. He’s
also acted as an adviser for a pro-
duction of Ten Lost Years, at Trinity
College, a Port Hope prep school.

He hopes students will be able
to benefit from his experience. 

“I see where the problems will
be before (they arise),” Smith said.

The language of the play is also
of interest, Smith said. 

“People 30, 40 years ago spoke in
more complete sentences than

they do today,” he said. “Broadfoot
wanted to prove how eloquent peo-
ple can be when they’re talking
about what they do. People can be
remarkably eloquent and judicious
with words when they’re describing
what they do.”

Born at Bournemouth, England,
Smith moved to Canada with his
family at age 10.

A folk singer at a Stratford cof-
feehouse called The Black Swan,
Smith was 20 when he was
approached by the artistic director
at the Stratford Festival Theatre.

“He asked if I wanted to be an
actor. Well, (the group) was going to
England, and it meant a free trip.
That was what interested me the
most,” Smith said.

“I didn’t think that it would
become a career. The music scene
interested me much more because
it was more political, and actors
were old English farts wearing
ascots and tweeds.”

A member of the Perth County
Conspiracy, Smith has also worked
at Stratford and extensively in tele-
vision.

His TV credits including The
Littlest Hobo, Anne of Green Gables,
Alfred Hitchcock Presents, The Ray
Bradbury Theater, Counterstrike,
Lost in the Barrens II: The Curse of
the Viking Grave, Street Legal, Kung
Fu: The Legend Continues, Sue
South, Happy Christmas, Miss King,
Relic Hunter and This is
Wonderland.

These days, Smith, who makes

his home in Toronto’s Beaches area,
tries to take it a little easier than in
the past due to a triple bypass
surgery a few years back.

He continues to do “a lot” of
voice-over work and spends time
with his 12-year-old son, Darcy,
who is following in his father’s foot-
steps and getting his start in the
entertainment business.  

Smith is also featured in an
upcoming made-for-TV movie
called Shade of Black: The Conrad
Black Story, in which he plays
Black’s father. 

Co-ordinator of the music the-
atre program Wayne Dailey and
Bianchin agreed that having Smith
as an adviser for the production is a
bit of a feather in the school’s cap.

“I’ve known him for many
years,” said Bianchin. “You guys
know him from television, but he’s
done so much more in his career.
Cedric’s worked in film, TV and
stage. He’s been a folksinger and a
writer. When you get a personality
like that in the room with young
people, you hope some of that
brushes off on them and they get a
flavour of that.”

Since the goal is to give the stu-
dents a broad range of experiences,
Ten Lost Years is a production that
would look impressive on any
young performer’s resumé,
Bianchin said.

After today, Smith plans his next
trip to Brockville next semester, to
give advice on the show just prior
to the first performance in October.
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Film Brockville

Thousand Islands Film Festival

MOVIE LINEUP
Friday, Saturday & Sunday, March 3, 4 & 5, 2006

Brockville Arts Centre
FRIDAY, MARCH 3

7 pm C.R.A.Z.Y.

SATURDAY, MARCH 4

2 pm Ballet Russes
8 pm A History of Violence
10 pm   Guy Terrifico

SUNDAY, MARCH 5

2 pm Five Days in September
7 pm Mrs. Henderson Presents

The World’s Greatest Commercials will screen 
ahead of each feature

$35/PASSPORT or $8/SINGLE TICKET
All performances at the Brockville Arts Centre Box Office: 342-7122

Website: www.brockville.com/film

Actor Cedric Smith
working with SLC

students on production

By NICK GARDINER
Staff Writer

We all make mistakes.
For the sake of young teens

whose mistakes could lead them
before the courts, the Youth Justice
Committee for Leeds and Grenville
offers a different option.

About 65 youths aged 12 to 18
have been referred by police and the
Crown attorney’s office to the com-
mittee since it was established as
part of the Youth Justice Act in
March of 2003.

First-time offenders who apolo-
gize to their victims and admit their
role in minor criminal offences such
as mischief, shoplifting or theft
under $5,000 are eligible for diver-
sion to the committee.

Once there, they meet with their
victims and community volunteers
to determine what course of action
will be taken to address the matter. 

Typically, the young offender
pays restitution, agrees to curfews,
promises not to associate with
known criminals.

They may also be expected to
attend meetings under the eight-
week rebound program which
focuses on conflict resolution, anger
management, personal responsibili-
ty and teamwork.

For the mother of a North
Grenville teen found in possession
of marijuana, the program was a rev-
elation.

“I was very grateful there was
such a group,” said the woman, who
identified herself for this story as Liz.

She said she was worried her
son’s behaviour could have led to
harder drugs and involvement with
gangs and was pleased to find other
legal avenues to deal with the situa-
tion without going through the
courts.

“We talked about things very
constructively and we decided what
my son needed was a mentor. That’s
how we got to the rebound program.

“This is what we need more of,”
said Liz. “I look to this group as a real
Godsend. I think we are losing too
many youths to drugs, violence and
gangs and we need more of these
programs for sure.”

Her son James (not his real name)
said he was initially skeptical about
the rebound program offered
through RNJ Youth Services Inc. of
Smiths Falls.

“When I started I just kept to
myself but then I started working
with the people. I completed the
course and I guess I gained from it,”
he said.

James also made a commitment
to the committee to return to school
and is now taking Grade 12 studies
with expectations of graduating this
year.

He said the experience has
helped him and he is most thankful
not to have a criminal record.

Linda Raby, a community volun-
teer on the Youth Justice Committee,
said the group tries to focus on the
offender’s strengths rather than
weaknesses.

“The biggest thing I would say
about it is you’re teaching young
people respect by showing them
respect,” said Raby, who has experi-
ence working with youth in continu-
ing education programs and at the
Employment and Education Centre.

“We talk with them about what is
going on in your life, what were you
thinking (during the criminal behav-
iour) and how has getting caught
changed your life. Really, it’s model-
ling respect.”

Not surprisingly, said Raby,
youths referred to the committee
approach the initial meeting with

some apprehension.
“They start off being a little ner-

vous. Who’s comfortable? You did
something wrong and everybody in
the room knows you’ve done some-
thing wrong. What’s comfortable
about that?”

But the apprehension wears off
as the meeting progresses and the
youth realizes people are trying to
help, she said.

In one instance, she said, a youth
was surprised when his female vic-
tim asked: ‘How can I help you?’,
Raby said.

“The young person came in lack-
ing trust and that gained his trust,”
said Raby.

Committee co-ordinator Krista
Biccum said it’s essential for youths
to accept responsibility for their

actions and after that “the sky is the
limit” in terms of the disposition.

Biccum said the committee
brings in the youth and the victim to
determine what the appropriate
action is to take.

“It’s definitely a collaborative
event.”

She said the program isn’t well-
known to the general public “but
when parents come through the
door they definitely feel there’s a
benefit.”

She said people in the legal sys-
tem and community agencies also
support the program as a way of
helping young people find a better
path to the future.

“We see a lot of really good kids
come through this program who
made bad choices.”

Committee offers teens another road to justice
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Krista Biccum, co-ordinator of the Leeds and Grenville Youth Justice Committee, interviews a client
for a court diversion program.

LINDA RABY: Linda Raby is a
volunteer for the Youth Justice
Committee’s court diversion
program.                             

Youths committing
minor offences
may be diverted

from court
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Canadian actor and folksinger Cedric Smith, accompanied by pianist Karalyn Todd, plays for the sec-
ond year music theatre students at St. Lawrence College Tuesday.


